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Satire’s my weapun; but I'm too discreet, 

Zo run a-muck and tilé at cll [ meet: 

I only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Thieves, supercargoes, sharpers, and directors. — Porr.- 


LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 
—~eeg De - 


From the Black Dwarf in Warwick Gaol, to Mr. 
Johi Smith, the Advocate of the Paper Juggle. 
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SHEWING THAT JOHN BULL LENT THE NATIONAL 
DEBT TO HIMSELF, AND IS NOT LNDEBTED TO 
ANY ONE. 

Sir, 
As you haye begun to make a lamentable outcry 
against the progress of an opinion, that the debt, called 
national, is NOT natioual, and ought not to be held 
binding on the part of the uation, let us take the liberty 
of examining into the real merits of the question, and 
try to ascertain whether the injustice, committed under 

_ the pretence of borrowing, has not been much. greater, 

than any that would be sustained by a refusal to pay. 

My friend, Major Cartwright, in a letter to Lord John 

Russell, has very clearly proved that a nation OUGHT 

NOT TO HAVE ANY DEBT, beyond the demands 

upon it for the current year. Alt the principles of ho-~ 

nest legislation unite in this propdSition ; as’ clearly as 
Vet. IX. No.3. on eines | 
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the principles of ordinary prudence and justice in com- 
mon life prescribe, that an individual should confine his 
expenditure within his income. In common life, when 
this is not the case, society very justly reproaches the 
individual with extravagance and dissipation ; and though 
our laws, or the interpretations of them, are wonder- 
fully favorable to gentlemen beggars, and noble mendi- 
cents, the statute book has taken care to enact, that the 
magistrates shall punish all poor people who run in debt, 
or extravagantly spend what should maintain their fami- 
Jies. To correct the propensity of the managers of parish 
affairs to entail debts upon the parish, the law also enacts 
that there shall be no such debts! The officers are au- 
thorized to collect all they need for the services of the 
year, while they remain in office; and the arrears of any 
rates may be appropriated to any debt that may have 
been incurred ; but the parish is responsible no farther. 
All other debt must rest upon the shoulders of the indi- 
viduals. The parish is not amenable to its discharge ; 
_ and the culpable, or negligent, officer must bear the loss. 

This is necessary to prevent peculation, and the conse- 
queat embarrassment of Jarge debts ; which would have 
long since destroyed every parish in the kingdom, if the 
parish oificers had usurped the power of incurring debts, 
and Jeaving the parishes burdened with the payment.— 
This same principle of raising the supplies within the 
year, was adopted with respect to the government of the 
country until 1688; when the Revolution that gave us 
the national debt, in exchange for the tyranny of a 
. Stuart, entailed a greater curse upon the nation, than 
it had before endured from all the tyrants, numerous and 
destructive as they were, who had disgraced the throne 
and stained the name of England! This Hercules of 
Corruption commenced its infernal work, by strangling 
axdependence among the great. While yet in embryo, it 
poisoned all the sources of honor, by opening the means 
Of unbounded bribery ; and the virtue which had smiled 
at the frowns of tyranny, and successfully resisted the 
frowns of despotism, melted away before the shower of 
xold, which this means of plundering the people placed 
ai the disposal of the court. Up to the peried, when 
Wham the Third and the Boroughmongers entered up- 
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on the firm of government, as co-partners in the trade of 
a financial despotism, erected upon the ruins of the per- 
sonal tyranny which had failed, no debt had been incuré 
red! The country had been involved in as numerous, 
and as destructive wars. It had been victorious beyond 
its hopes, and had known disasters almost beyond its 
fears. It had carried the British Standard to Paris, and 
had seen a British Monarch crowned within the walls of 
the French metropolis. It had also seen England re- 
peatedly invaded, and ravaged by the forces of France. 
With Scotland, it had sustained ‘the most terrible con- 
flicts, It had made the conquest of Ireland, and colo- 
nized America and the Indies. It had been desolated by 
civil wars, and exposed to all the vicissitudes which 
affect nations; yet England had then NO DEBT! In 
all its disasters, in all its wants, in the hour of its 
glory, and in the day of its calamity, it never thought 
of adopting the éase and fraudulent idea of entailing 
updon other generations, what the present is always 
bound in justice, in true policy, and in honor, to bear 
itself. ‘The government was frequently as bad as go= 
vernment could be. It was frequently administered by 
Ministers, as bad as men could be, until paper cre 
dit was invented to make them absolute devils to the 
prosperity of nations: but as the expenses of the govern- 
meut could not be carried beyond the mers of the 
nation, the laws of nature had set a boundary to the 
mischiefs of monarchy ; and the want of means stopped 
despotism in the midst of its career, as effectually as a 
log of wood impedes the progress of an unrudy hog; an 
animal much more resembling a luxurious, tyrannical, ‘and 
stupid ruler, than any thing else in the creation, except 
a modern Boroughmonger, ‘who will not see that neither 
force, nor fraud, can long enable him, either to govern 
‘the country by delusion, or to plunder it, under the.false 
pretence of maintaining the honor and good faith of the 
nation ! 

As there existed xo debt previous to 1688, it*tannot 
be pretended that dedts are necessary to the existence of 
the nation, or to its honour, or toits glory, or toits pros- 
-perity , for | suppose it will be admitted that Engiand 
ha las much of all these before the debt was known, ae 
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it has possessed sine. Not even the beat-paid partizan 
of the Duke of Wellington ever thought of likening hini 
to the Black Prince, in point of reputation ; or of coms 
parins the géory of Waterloo to the glory of Agincourt! 
Such compzrisons would be too prepesterous, even for 
Mr. Croker !—and yet he has kad the honour of being 
reputed the author of the songs of the John Bull, where 


a happy contempt of truth has been found very ‘elven 
tacreous to the rhyme! 


There are none bul such imperious circumstances as 


those that eecasioned the Dear of America, which was’ 
the price of her independence, that can justify national 
debts. Th rowing off the yoke of despotism, all means 
were justifiable that were requisite to effect such a pur- 
pose ; nor would the posterily of the American revolu- 
tionisis have any right to complain of the cost of their 
Freepom, which is beyond all value, and above alll price ! 
bt wall be easi iy seen that there is a material difference 
be’ween BUYING SLAVERY, as in Brirain, and FREE~ 
DOM, as in AMBAIC a, with a Nationan Dear. There 
they tad “s e means to procure for maintaining those he- 
roc’ who left the cultivation of the soil, for the assertion 
of heir wien and the rights of generations then unborn. 
They ad to organize the means of resislanceto the most 
formiuable tyranny by sea and land, against which the 
spirit of independence had ever to contend !—and what- 
ever sacrifices they made, were sacrifices infinitely more 
for the benefit of posterity than of themselves. The debts 
they incurred were therefore sacred obligations. The 
eould aniy be borrowed upon the remote chances of the 
success to which they contributed ; and bringing with 
them the vaALUE for which they had been incurred, to 
discha ‘ige them was a sacred obligation. 
In England, the case was different. 
dependence had been secure for ages, 
of iavas:on ; 


The national in- 


It was in no fear 
; and if invaded, its current resotirees, and 


the sumbers aod bravery of its population, were suffi- 
cient io avenge its injuries, and punish its enemies. It 
had nothiog “to fear ; and yet it suffered a system to be 
devised, w rich, by anticipating the nationaé resources, 

enabled the spoilers of the State, to plunder future ge- 
uerations :—for this is the real effect of all borrowing, 
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on the part of governments. If the chject of an expeace 
is justifiable, no sacrifice can be complained of; but in 
order to be sure of having value for money, te renera- 
tion zecurring the debt, ought to be compelled d to make 
the payment; for when the payment is left by the fund- 
ing system to future generations, Ministers wil always 
act like thoughtless as te who will barter a future 
interest of any magnitude, for some paltry tr. de which 
they can at present enjoy. This has been the mode ia 
Which the National Debt has been contracted. s~ the 
payment of the enterest, the Minister has been enabled 
to spend the capital; and this has proceeded until toe in- 
terest of what has been spent, absorbs fweice as iit. ch as 
the expences of the sovernmeat at present ; and ore. 
than four times as “much as those expences need, or 
ought, to be. 

That the nation was not aware of the evils which the 
funding, or rather borrowing system, would entail on 
them, is evident: but we cannot believe that its inveators’ 
were so ignorant. They must have cunningly devised: 
it, in or de xr fo cheat the nation into their views. The 
cost of a government falling immediately upon the na- 
tion, is the general test of its merits, and might be a very 
good one, in an enlightened community. If it costs di tittle, 
it is almost sure to be an equitable one; fur the spoil of’ 
the people is the object of despotisms, in whatever suape 
they exist. It was therefore a fortunate invention on t: ne 
part of a corrupt Ministry, to devise the meaas of obtatn - 
ing fwenty million ns, and yet having only one meélior to 
lay yearly upon the nation. ‘The weight of the interest. 
was not likely to rouse the people to “resistance ; when’ 
the atlempt to raise the twenty millions by taxation, 
might have produced an instant revolution, buried tae 
Monarch from his throne, awl buried his ill-advisers ta 
the ruins of their owa palaces. The advantage of bor- 
rowing was soon perceived and ‘eagerly seizod upon: A 
false clare was thrown upontle national proceedings, pre- 
cisely sitailar to the fallacious splendour of an extrava- 
gant man of fashion, who drives about in unpaid-for car- ” 
riages, with hired horses, and borrowed liveries 5 ali tere 
Ing like a butterfly for a season, and then expiriog in 
some miserable dungeon. 
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If England had possessed a rational, and truly repre-~ 
sentative sovernment, the borrowing system would never 
have been resorted to. Then the question arises, Is a 
*" debt, which the nation would not have incurred, which 
“ the interests of the nation did not require to be incur-. 
** red, and which was incurred by a deceptive govern- 
“ ment for the personal advantages of its members—is 
** such a debt the actual debt of the nation ; and a debt that 

“* ought to be discharged at all hazards, even by the ruin 

“ and starvation of succeeding generations?” | answer 
NO:—no more than the grandson of an individual whe 
had been plundered in his minority by Anavish guardians, 
would be responsible for the personal debts of those 
guardians. The nation was never consulted upon the 
mattcr. Those persons who had usurped the places of 
its representatives, and constituted themselves by FORCK 
and fraud, the managers of the national affairs, betrayed 
the trust which the nation was compelled to leave in 
their hands—they abused the powers with which they 
had unjustly invested themselves ; and while the nation 
was congratulating itself upon having got rid of a single 
tyrant, a MONS’ TER was silently and treacherously 
introduced ; with twenty times his power to destroy, and 
defended by its innumerable offspring with ten times the 
care that an ordinary tyrant could devise. 

The boast of Walpole, that “ every man had his price,” 
would bave availed him but little, if the accursed system 
of paper credit had net enabled him to reach that price, 
by placing an wrlemeted singh of corruption at his 
disposal ; but with the parent of disposing of miilions 
without controud, it is not surprising that he should 
have succeeded in corrupting the virtue, and purchasing 
the talent that was opposed to him. From tae peri: od 
when the borrowing system was awe a regular 

system of spoiling ‘the industry of the people was per- 
fected; and it soon became a regular trade with the nu- 
merous progeny of a hungry aristocracy, and the poli- 
tical adventurers who forced themselves into a partner- 
ship with the political banditti. The accumulations of 
wealth, in a healthy state of society, are again distribut- 
ed among the multitude, in useful improvements, and 
fresh modes of production ; but when lent to a govern- 
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ment, they are converted into a means of cursing the 
people. Instead of being the means of encreasing pro- 
ductions, they tax produce to pay them interest, while 
the sums are unprofitably squandered. Government see 
eurities offer a means of obtaining money without labour, 
by taxing the labour of others; and carried to the ex- 
tent which they have been in England, they produce the 
resulls we have seen—a fictitious capital has been cre- 
ated, out of the enormous expenditure of the State, 
which has been for the most part wrung from the ne- 
cessities of the people; and the necessities of the people 
have been further taxed, ta pay the interest of the 
millions out of which they have been wronged, before 
they could be lent to the government! Thus have the 
people, in fact, lent themselves money, to burthen 
themselves with paying an eternal interest for it to 
others ! 

Arthur Young, in his tour through France, before 
he was bribed to keep his knowledge to himself, said— 
‘The National Debt in England originated ia the 
“<< knavery of those who borrowed, and in the folly of 
“‘ those who lent; perpetuating taxes that tak: money © 
“from industrious people, in order to give it to those. 
“who are idle. The liberty enjoyed by England has 
“enabled it to flourish beyond any other society (hi- 
** therto known) in the well not as some writers have 
“ foolishly asserted because it has a National Debt, but 
“ in spite of so great an evil.” This is true, as to the 
origin of the fraud. The borrowers were the kuaveés in. 
the first instance: and the lenders were the fools; for 
it was to be expected that a fraud of such a description 
would have been speedily detected, and that the 
Jenders would have been punished fer their folly, 
in lending upon such terms, by the loss of their 
money ; as it was no better than a swindling transaction 
of the inventors, equally base in principle, but of infinitely 

reater magnitude than the South Sea Swindle. Un- 
luckily, the public, always credulo:s, and always indo- 
lent, permitted itself to be imposed upon so far, that the 
public became the dupes of the frand, and public cre- 
dulity redeemed the folly of the lenders. Jt was found 


fe be an advantageous method of making money: and 
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the rise in the public expenditure, which the borrowing 
system occasioned, made iteasy forthe public plunderers 
to realize fortunes "fr om taxation, which they encreased 
by placing their spoil in the F ands. For some years 
the progress of this frand was slow. In a century the 
debt had increased to something more than fico Aundr ed 
millions ; being an average of about two millions per an- 
num ;—while the public revenue had increased in a much 
greater proportion; and it is fair to conclude, even at 
that period, that the greater part of the money said to be 
Jent to the government, had been first raised from the 
taxation of the people, That this has been the case since 
the race of stock jobbers was brought into existence, 
there is no devbt; for the Ministry of Mr. Pitt was de- 
tected in lending the public money to stock jobbers, in 
order to make up the installments of a sum which those 
men pretended to lend to the public! Such a transaction: 
wth the facts that Lord Melville and others used to 
traffic in the stocks with the public money—that the 
great gainers by the expenditure of the government, were 
the persons who principally held large amounts in the 
public funds,—and that the successful dabblers in 
ihe Funds were the partics who held the means 
of obtaining information of the ministerial secrets 
——Wwill sufficiently show how these paper transac- 
tions were multiplied ; and how the debt has swelled to its 
present enormous mdynilude. During the apparent 
prosperity of the realm, it is not probable that any consi- 
derable amount of read money could have been lent to 
the government at five per cent. ; when it was worth so 

much more in the pursuits of commerce. But the point 
is entirely set at resi as to the nature of the sums said to 
be tent, from the fact, that the debt, or the amount of 
those sums said fo be tent from 1792, to 1815, amount- 
ed to six Aundred millions! a sum greater than all 
Europe, or all the world, could have furnished out of 
real capital, in actual Land honest (ransactions 

In 1794, eleven millions were borrowed out of an eX- 
penditure of 20 millions. ‘That is the revenue of the 
whole nation produced but nzxe millions; and yet per- 
sons could be found tolend edeven millions tothe ministry ! 
while at that period the whole amount of money in cir- 


culation wasbutéwenty millions. Jt isevident that money 
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was not lent; and it is equally clear that nothing more 
than accommodation paper, for the most part, passed 
between the ministers and the pretended lenders. All 
the monied men of the kingdom, at that period, could 
not have produced this sum of eleven millions in bullion 
to lend to the minister ;—but his own party, for an ade- 
quate indemnity, under the shape of bonusses, and en- 
crease of interest,lent the ministry ¢heir credit, for which 
they received the profits in paper, toaddto future loans ; 
aud to make them secure, the paper was declared equal 
in value to gold, and the public were compelied to take 
this worthless paper in exchange for real goo?’s. Of 
this pretended loan of eleven millions, four or five must 
have bcen shared among the jobbers, in some mode cy 
other, as absoluie profit upon the paper transaction. 

In the year 1795, eighteen millions were again bor- 
rowed, out of an expenditure of thirty millions. Where 
did this eighteen millions come from? It isa sum equalling 
within two millions the money currency of the kingdom, 
at that time. Where could tze smonied men obtain 
eighteen millions this year, after their pretended advance 
of eleven millions the year before. Here isa pretended 
loan of twenty-nine millions of money in éwo years! But 
this is nothing to the sums which the aonted men after- 
wards found! In 1796, they pretended to lend twenty 
millions and a half, out of an expenditure of thirty-eight 
millions. inthe next year thirty-seven millions and a 
half Were borroiwed ; and in 1798, the monded men ad- 
vanced twenty-five millions more, on /oan to the minister ! 
Thus in five years the minister dJorrowed, or pretended 
to borrow one hundred and trwenrty-one millions of 
money!!! A’ greater mockery of common sense was 
never palmed upon a tribe of «éiterate savages! A 
grosser outrage upon reason could not be imagined. 
The natural consequences were obvious. Men, not be- 
fore worth a single farthing suddenly became rich by 
lending money to the public! Fortunes of hundreds of 
thousands were realized by individuals who could obtain 
au introduction to this lending system. it required no 
real capital lo begin with :—all that was required was an 
introduction to the mysteries af the den! The real 
currency of the country vanished in foreign subsidies; 








B2 THE RLACK DWARP. 


fur while the’ nation was borrowing in England, it was 
tending abroad; but unluckily it was not so profitable a 
trade on the part of John Bull, as on the part of those 
who dent money to him. The Emperor of Austria re~ 
mains a debtor of eighteen millions; and will neither pay 
principal nor interest. 

In this mode has the debt accumulated.. There are 
many individuals who hold property in the funds, who 
have had no share in the delusion by which the funds 
have been created; end it might be a matter of regret, 
that they should suffer by the result of the delusion ; but. 
they have voluntarily embarked in a hazardous specula- 
) tion of which they must abide the result, if they choose 
| to remain dependant upon such a contingency. They 
| have had fair warning of the danger they are 
running ; and if they exercise the ordinary precau- 
tion which men should do who are competent to 
take care of their own interests, they may yet 
secure themselves, at least in part. But they must 
not be duped by any of the cant about the 
aational honour, and the national faith being 
pledged to them. Year after year have they been told 
that this is not the case; that they have no security but 
the paper security which they trusted, with their eyes 
open to the consequences—a security never guaranteed 
by the nation, nor ever understood by it. The mer- 
chant who fails in his speculations, tie tradesman who 
fails in business, and the farmer who is ruined by his in- 
dustrious exertions to support others, might with as 
much reason call wpon the national faith and publie ho- 
nour to relieve them; as the fundholder to call upon the 
nation to indemnify him for the hazard in which he has 
voluntarily placed his capital. Indeed the farmer has 
now far more reason on his side; for he has a right to 
support for his labour, and a right to security for As ca- 
pital, which the state is taking from him as fast as taxa- 
tion can operate; for the farmer never agreed to put his 
capital into any hazard; and the state has no raght to 
carry taxation beyond its fair proportion of the profits of 
the produce. All the classes of society have hitherto 
been the prey of ihe ministers, and the jobbers in thecrea~ 
tion of the funds! and these latter parties may think 
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themseives well situated; if no attempt should be made 
to make them disgorge what of the real property of the 
public they possess; without requiring any security for 
their paper empire, at the further expence of the pub- 
lic. They have already gained enough. Of this they 
may be sure, that the fictitious capital they have cre- 
ated will never be redeemed ; and as to the interest, if the 
sovernment were to seize upon the land, and cultivate it 
for the taxes alone, it would not long pay them; and 
the slightest embarrassment on the part of the ministry, 
is the death-warrant of the funds, They have no more 
regard for the national honour, than they have for the 
man in the moon. It does not yet suit their purpose to 
make a general attack on the fuids ;—but when it shall 
suit them; they will not shrink from the task of pluck- 
ing the fundho'der as bare as they have left the farmers, 
and as they will leave the landlords, before they have 
done with them! The question of a national bank- 
ruptcy is not now to be entertained. The nation is already 
bankrupt:—and, if the debt is to be considered as en- 
tailed upon the nation, it is bankrupt beyond all means of 
paying one shilling in the pound. Upon this subject I 
must call your attention, to the following ooservations 
from the Philosophical Dictionary, in which the na- 
tural result is very clearly shewn, 


* The question will finally come to be—Shall the nation coa- 
tinue to submit to such an affliction, or shall they at once re- 
lieve themselves trom the whole, or a part of the intolerable 
load which oppressed them? Sliall 34 people out of every 40- 
continue steeped in misery, in order that the fortieth may not 
be deprived of any of his wanted luxuries? Shall the immense 
majority of a nation, the active, the industrious, continue to 
suffer, in order that the very small minoxity of drones may con- 
tinue to enjoy? —It is in vain that interested hypocrites or de- 
signing kuaves will tear their lungs, crying out, “ A breach of 
faith! A breach of faith !”"—In the case of an individual who 
has become bankrupt, and who, being unable to pay twenty 
shillings in the pound, pays ten, whoever thinks of accusin 
him of a breach of faith! Where, may be asked, 1s the differ- 
ence in the case of the nation? The public creditor has been 
foolish enough to lend his money, on the faith of being paid 
only the interest ef it out of the produce of the taxes; tor it 
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would puzzle him exceedingly to show any other fund from 
Which he has a right to draw his iuterest. Well: the texes do 
not produce enough to eaable the Government to pay hia his 
interest in full; fer the amount of his interest ts grealer than 
the whole produce of the taxes. What, then, is to be done? 
Government alarmed at the empty clamour about a breaca of 
faith, has continued to pay the interest in full, as long as it 
could by any weans do so; nay, much longer than it ought to 
have done it; fora great part of the taxcs have of late years 
been paid, not from income. but from capital”... At last. 
Sndiug that it is impossible for chis state of things to continue 
longer, ministers will be obliged to say to the public creditor, 
“We cannot any longer pay you your interest in full, because 
we have not the neans of doing it, but we are sti!l willing to 
pay you as much as we can afford, consistently with the relief 
of the people and the safety of thre state?’ Tais would be uo 
breach of faith, for there can be no such thing as an invodun- 
tary breach of faith. A debtor who has the means and who 
refuses to pay, 13 guilty of breach of faitu: but he whose means 
enable fim to pay only a half, and who pays that half, is not 
guilty of a breach of faith. With him it is not a matter of 
chvtee, but of acecessity. Therefore, the public creditor may 
lay his account, and that at no very distant period, with seeing 
his interest reduced one fourth, one-third, one half; in short, 
fo such an extent as shadéi be consistent with the reltef of the 
people and the safety ef tne state; tor, undoubtedly, wihout 
the former, the latter would not be of loug duration.” 

Well, Sir, what Uiiak you of this reasoning ? Does it 
not appear lo be more conclusive than your idle lamen- 
tation about the Petition of the Men of Kent. You say 
the nation is yeé able to pay! But, independent of the 
fact, that it ought not to pay debts which it never con- 
sented to incur, it is wecbde to pay, unless you mean to 
assert that the rzch alone comprise the nation; and that 
When a man sinks into poverty, he becomes one of the 
“ false people,” and no longer possesses either voice or 
righisin the State! Suz pose, Sir, you were in fiolland, 
during one of those awful inundations which burst the 
banks raised against the encroachments of the sea, and 
saw the inhabitants of the dower districts struggling in 
vain, to escape from the destructive element :—and sup- 
pose you were in an edevated situation, which enabled 
you to look on in comparative security, would you write 
to vour correspondent here, that there had been a great 
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céamour about the flood, but there was none to signify, 
because it had not reached your habitation? Or would 
you be stupid enough, if you saw the waters rising, to 
order your dinner, and say vou should not move out of 
its way, until it had absolutely reached yourself? Yet 
this is a correct illustration of your conduct, and the con- 
duct of all those who contend that the nation has yet 
eemple resources, hecause their own resources are not 
yet exhausted! You all admit that when it becomes 
inconvenient for yourselves to pay the debt, it must be 
destroyed. But you are all indifferent as to what num- 
bers the de4t destroys in the meantime. Tt may devour 
the miliion, and welcome, for you. You are perfectly 
indifferent to their inability to pay; and coolly tell them 
to sell all they have, and go to the workhouse, or the 
prison, as chance may lead, or the tax-gaiherer may 
drive them! And this you call legislation! And you, 
yourself, { presume, are alegislator! The apes of Borneo, 


let me assure you, would not entrust such legislators 


with the management of their affairs. You may, there- 


fore, bless your stars, that you have been born in Eng- 
land, and that Englishmen do noé chuse their own legis- 
lators; for, surely, they would be as wise, at least, as the 
apes of Borneo! 

Carry your own proposition, Sir, a little further :— 
suppose all the middle orders of society driven from their 
homes, to fill dungeons and workhouses ;—and suppose 
the time arrived when Lord Darnley, avd yourself, and 
the party who can yet pay, shall have been reduced as 
low as those whom taxation has crushed already, it 
would take some tzme, I arm aware, before this could be 
the case; for you have all made much by the paper- 
system, and by lending his own money to John Bull ;— 
and you are, besides, a very able’ man, and could 
watch your opportunity, and make terms with taxa- 
tion, to hold it at bay, and strip it of the fero- 
city which it exhibits towards vulgar people. Yet, 
defend yourself as well as you are able, it will lay 
on your back at last, unless you fairly mount it yourself, 
and begiu tilting at the people! Suppose, therefore, 
your time arrived, and you should declare that the debt 


must be abolished, because you are unable to pay your 
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share of the interest any longer, what would you think 
of some monstrous leviathan, who should have his hoard 
still remaining, almost insensible of diminution; and 
who should point to his full bags (as the Lord Chancel- 
lor, for instance, might do), and say: “ Look here; the 

nation lias yet plenty of resources, end we ought to 
“ pay as long as We can. It is monstrously unjust not 
“to pay our debis; and see, J] am ready, like an honest 
“man, to pay my share!’ You would say this was 
addiny insult to injury ; that it was barbarous to taunt 
you with your inability, and to display his own riches in 
such an overbearing manner! You would resent his 
mockery, if you could; and yet you have not scrupled 
to mock the people in a similar manner, If there were 
any reason in your position, that those should pay who 
are yet able to pay, you should, upon that position, ex- 
empt all who are unable to pay. Do this, Sir; and then 
see how long the r¢chest of you could bear the burden ! 
‘The dand will no longer pay the charges upon its culti- 
valion. xempt wt altogether from rent, and the far- 
mer would not be restored to prosperity. ‘The revival 
of the manufactures is solely owing to the distresses 
of the agriculturists; and there is no one pro- 
fitable branch of honest industry remaining — no 
confidence in the cperat.ons of commerce—-no reliance 
on the appearances of those whom commerce is compell- 
ed to credit. In short, nothing flourishes but the revenue 
and that, like the paint on a harlot’s cheek, is laid on 
the thicker, and glows the more fariously, from the 
wrinkles and rotteaness it is necessary to bide. But the 
Jaws of nature will not be interrupted by a coat of paint, 
let the lady of Threadneedle Street lay it on as thick as 
she pleases. There is a mortal disease at work within ; 
—she must come to the complexion of Yvurick’s skull at 
last ;—-and the best wish her friends can form for her, is 
a gentle, easy, death! That you may be soon a mourner 
‘at her funeral, .is the sincere wish of the 
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EMBARRASSMENT OF THE DUKE OF YORK. 


am ee ee 


Mr. Epiror. 

A new disgrace has lately fallen on the country, of 
which I am astonished to see the public solittle sensible. The’ 
circumstance to which I with pain allude, is the present 
exigence of the Duke of York; that state of pecuniary obli- 
gation which lias compelled, his Royal Highness to make over 
his estates at Oatlands, together with all the standing crop, to 
trustees for the benefit of his creditors. This situation of a 
Royal Duke, viewed even in the most favourable light, is, a na- 
tional misfortune, because it is a national scandal. When 
private men, without fortune, without any certain income, 
or any resources but those of their talents and industry, 
and subject to all the untoward casualties of losses and dis- 
appointments, become involved in debts which they are unable 
lo liquidate, shame, censure, and a prison, are the inevitable 
consequences; and but small allowance is made even for the 
fatality by which they are plunged into insolvency and ruin. 
What, then shall we say of an individual who with an income 
not only stated and certain, but magnificently great, is con- 
tinually contracting obligations which he cannot answer, 
heaping from day to day debt upon debt, and subjecting his 
domains to the demands of his creditors, and his equipages to 
legal seizure in the public streets?) What shall we say of this 
individual, if the money he dissipates is drawn from the purse’ 
of an impoverished natitn—from the poorest as well as the 
wealthiest ranks—from plebeian penury, no less than from 
titled opulence—from the hard-earned pittance of the labour- 
ing classes, who, iv addition to the interest of ap insmense nati- 
onal debt, are charged with the support of a large standing 
army, and miriads of placemen and pensjouers ? W hat, again, 
shall we say of this individual, if the noble and liberal allow- 
ance he enjoys was granted him for the special and important 
purpose of maintaining the dignity of the state, and the honour 
of the country ?—if instead of maintaining that dignity and that 
honour, by a wise, sedate, and discreet demeanor, and scorning 
to let his expenditure exceed his income, and subject him to the 
clamour of unsatistied creditors, he involves himself in defici- 
encies which would con tuct a tradesman to gaol, and reflects 
a disgrace on the nation. The foibles of Princes are particu- 
Jarly unfortunate for nations, While they sully the moral 
eharacter of a country, they contribute to the impoverishment 
of the people. While as examples, they vitiate the prinei- 
ples, as drains, they exhaust the pockets of the publie. 
fa France they operated: i in thistwo-fold capacity. The criminal 
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extravagance of the Court distressed whom it corrupted, and 
corrupted whom it distressed. Bankrupts in property and in 
virtue, the population were at once ripe for, and goaded toa 
revolution, for the wise and proper ure of which they were not 
qualified. Extravagant in their resentment as the Government 
had been in its dissipation, the people committed excesses in 
their turn nor less inimical to their future liberty and happiness 
thav the despotism their good sense despised, and their spirit 
distvoyed. 

His Royal Highness receives a magnificent annuity, for the 
express purpose of enabling him to support the lustre and 
dignity of his birth and station, and to contribute to support, 
in kis own personal grandeur, that of the State of which he is 
a conspicuous and exalted Member. In retarn for the immense 
sums devoted to the appropriate maintenance of the Duke of 
York, what is it the people expect 2? That he will exhibit the 
habits of a gentleman, in the most refined sense of the word ; 
be scrupulously honourable in the discharge of his pecuniary 
obligations; and delicately careful to enable himseif so to do, 
by not carelessly, voluptuously, and wantonly, living beyond 
the income deemed sufficient for the support of his municipal 
dignity, and given nm for that important and especial pur- 
pose. 

Now, when a vast and splendid income ts assigned, only for 
the purpose of its being properly enjoyed; that is, in the very 
best way in which it can be enjoyed—it really does seem rather 
hard, as well as somewhat sirange, that thev cannot have so 
moderate and reasonable a retuin for their liberality; espe- 
cially if we consider, tiat the honour fo which they look— 
the lionour of the State—is equally the honour of the object of 
their munificence. But still more hard is it, fin the puerile 
imbecility of his mind, or the wild ebullition of his passions, he 
converts the public generosity into means for dishoncuring the 
rank it was his duty to adorn; if the race-course, or the 
gambling-table, absorb his resources, and leave unsatisfied the 
ingenious artist, the toiling mechanic, and the honest trades- 
mn. 

What may be the amount of his Royal Hig hness’s insolvable 
obligations, [ have not heard; but had not the provident 
eourage of the opposition, made economy and retrenchment 
the order of the dav, tie public, no doubt, would soon have 
learnt it, through the medium of Parliament. And if we are 
now spared the application it Is for melancholy reasons, that the 
people, far from having any thing more to bestow on the Royal 
Duke, find every nerve of their industry strained to support the 
weighz of texation under which their strength and spirits are 
already sinking, MENTOR. 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 





From the Black Dwarfin Warwick Gaol to Sir Thos. 
Lethbridge. 





ON THE REAL AND FALSE PEOPLE OF ENGLAND. 


Sir Thomas, 

The journals of the day inform me that 
you have retired from your ancient family mansion ; 
and that you are about to occupy a snug Little cottage, 
to which the taz-gatherer brings a much smaller ac- 
count, than that which he was accustomed to present at 
Sandhill Park. have a few words upon this subject 
to address directly to yourself. Turning yesterday to 
some old memoranda, | find the following language at- 
tributed to youon the ‘debate of the last day of Februa 
in the present session; and if you really did use this 
language, of which I can entertain no doubt, your ruin 
ought to be hailed with one shout of universal exultation, 
from every quarter of the British Empire. Speaking of 

the ministry, you are reported to have said— 

‘* Tn the general line of their policy, they possessed 
** the confidence of the people of England—I mean the 
* LEGITIMATE PEOPLE; for the honourable mem- 
‘* ber for Hertfordshire (Sebright) had drawn a just 
“€ distenction between the REAL and FALSE PEO- 
“ PLE ; describing the former to consist of the manly 
‘* yeomanry: and the latter to be composed of a certain 
* unfortunate portion of the poputationwhich nhabit- 

“ted great manufacturing towns. 

Now, Sir Thomas, ifitis toomuch to ask of youamean- 
wig for any nonsense of your own, may I ask why you 
adopted this nonsense, or worse than nonsense, of — 
Sebright’s? The mere enjustice of such language is ‘lost 
in its paramount baseness. Real and FALSE people, 
in England?—in the land of egual daw, and egual 
righis? What, have you, who have pretended to abo- 
lish the slave trade, a race of slaves athome? There is 
no other solution of your language. TJirue and false 
people, can only mean the free and the saves; or in 


more intelligible language (for there are none free i in © 
Von. YX. No, 3. 
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England save the sovereign Lor oughimongers ) the veer 
and the poor—those who are rich eneugh io be able te 
purchase immunities, and theclassthat must labour for all, 
and endure all, which the ey of power shall or- 
dain! Was it for such a result that Magna Charta was 
wrested from one tyrant, and the Billi of Rights devised 
to restrain the ambition of others? Was if for this result 
that Hampden threw down oe gauntlet ‘of a freeman’s 
defiance to a king! or that Sydney scorned the power 
which was able to lead him to the bloc ‘ but not to con- 
quer his independent spirit ' True, and false people * 
Mean and despicable must be the heart that could con- 
ceive such a distinction, and still more despicable 
and mean must reason pronounce the definition, 
whether it be Sore S, or your own. ‘ The 
“manly yeomanry! They are the frue people - 
Do you mean the bloodthirsty hounds of Manches- 
ter; who, at the beck of two clerical magistrates, 
and their friendsand patrons, were ready to bathe in the 
blood of the reformers—and who would have beenequally 
ready to quaff the gore at their libationsat theshbrine of the 
PATRON FIENDS “al MURDER!  Are_ these 
wretches a specimen of ihe za ney yeoman? y, Who form 
the ¢rue people of England, in opposition to the UN 
FORTUNATE PORTIO N, who inhabit Zar ge monu- 
Jucturing towns? 

ifsuch are your tree people, Sir Thomas, | wish you 
joy of them; and I cannot but exult in the idea, that 
such a race Will be speedily extinct. And still more do 
I rejoice, that you are likely to become fur lower in the 
scale of existence than those FALSE PropLe, who, I yet 
trust, will teach you they are MEN; andt haf the whole 
catalogue of human distinctions holds #9 higher title! 
ithas alw ays struck me as most preposterous, that human 
audacity should proceed so far as to plunder a portion 
f the community, and then reproach ihe plundered 
‘wath their poverty. Yet this is the way in which your 
race of fulse people bas been made. All the value of 
existence depends upon the menial or the bodily la- 
bourer! Mankind owe much to each other; and the 
debt of real gratitude is largest, te those whe pursue 
the most essential, and the most laborious cecupations. 
But what does England owe to the rea people of Sis 
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Thomas Lethbridge, and Sir John Sebright ? Nothing 
but the baseness which induced them ns be the agents 
of a system of general plunder, in the hope of partaking 
of the spoil ? ‘What has E none owed, in the present 
are, to its manly yeomanry ? Nothing but conduct of 
which savages might be ashamed, and at which ideots 
might blush ? In the } hopes of profiting by the degra- 
dation of the mass of the people, the manly yeomanry 
voked themselves on to the wheels fof the ministerial 

chariot; and they have dragged it over the prostrate, 
bodies of their countrymen and countrywoman, without 
regard to their tears, or care for their orievous suflering ; 
until at last. fatigued themselves, and fainting under the 
lash which drives them forward, they call upon the false 
peopée whom they have been hunting to death, torelieve 
them lest they die! Yet, at such a moment, and you 
yourself standing upon the precipice to which your own 
folly and servility have driven you, you dared to talk of 
the false people' Weak and degraded man! On the 
verge of becoming one of those false people, inall 
except their honour—with ruin staring you in the face— 
with reason reproaching you for the stupid degeneracy 
which yoked you to the car of your ruthless drivers,— 
you proclaim a falsehood, and offer the basest injury lo 
your country! 

The mean distinction that you meant to draw was 
between the rich and the poor—and the still meaner 
object, Was to induce the ministry to attempt to keep the 
pockets of the manly yeomanry full, at the expence of 
that ‘¢ unfortunate portion of the community that inhabit 

‘arge manufacturing towns.” It was forthis that you pre- 
tended the ministr y ; possessed the confidence of the real 
people ; meaning that they had been successful in duping 
the manly yeomanry, and insinuating that Aavane 
duped they should also protect them at all hazards ! 
But vou forgot that it is net usual for ——- to return any 
portion of their booty, or to feel for the condition of those 
who have been plunder ed. 

But pray, Sir Thomas, were they the /aése people 
who fought the battles of En: sland, by s sea and Jand, dur-. 
ing the late war! Were they “the false people, who con- 
tributed one half of their CAYNINGS during that war to 
rpiutain the expence? Were they the “false people” 
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who were engaged at tlie Nile and at Waterloo? How 
many of your manly yeomanry were engaged in these 
exploits, in comparison with the multitudes from that 
“ unfortunate portion, who inhabit large marufacturing 
towns ?” And pray, Sir Thomas, where would you, and 
your manly yeomanry have been, if the “S FALSE PKO- 

PLE” had used their hands in their own behalf, as they 
have used them in the defence of the country, while the 
manly yeomanry were selling wheat at one guinea per 
bushel to these “‘ false people and their families!” They 
were not then called false people | They were complimen- 
ted as brave and loyal fellows, while they were willing 
to let their pockets be picked by the manly yeomanry, 
and their brains be addled by ministerial delusion. Now, 

that they are beginning to recover their senses, you call 
them the “ false people!” Have a care, Sir Thomas, 
that they do not teach you they are men. If they should 
ever do this, you will never again feel inclined to re- 
proach them with wanting any other qualification to be 
your superiors ; for it is really difficult to set down in 
the catalogue of humanity one who can outrage common 
#ense su grossly. 

Of all the silly errors that are common among the 
half-educated ; gentry, none is more ridiculous than at- 
taching importance to the accidental possession of pro - 
perty in such a system as this, where no property is se- 
eure, Those who hold this error among the articles of 
their faith, are constantly obliged to take out dispensa- 
tions tor their friends, and for themselves. If you, Sir 
Thomas were to be left without a single shilling, (a mat- 
ter not unlikely) you would estimate yourself just as 
highly as you do at present; and there is no doubt that | 
you would he quite as wise, and quite as good, as you 
are now! What right, then, have you to attach anv 
degradaiion to the want of property in others: parti- 
eularly when the parties have been plundered of what 
they ought to have had. Riches and Poverty are rela- 
tive terms. He who has a shilling in his pocket for 
which he has neither creditor nor pressing wants, is su- 
perior to One with thousands at is apparent command, 
which are not his own: But if the want of money. be 
allowed’as a sufficient reason for depriving an individual 
of his claim to rank among thereal people, your manly 
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yeomanry stend 6 fair chance of being excluded from 
the next census ; while those whom you have styled the 
“ false people ” are fast rising into the importance from 
which you have declined, and from which your manly 
yeomanry are very rapidly falling. The Boroughmon- 
gers find that the people will be fleeced no longer ; and 
knowing the manly yeomanry to be as stupid as they 
have been brutal and overbearing, they wisely appiy the 
engine of taxation to their property; in the conviction, 
that you and your man/y yeomanry may be plucked as 
easily as cackling geese, and devoured as readily as 
bleating sheep! In the cottage to which you have re- 
tired from the pressure of taxation, you may reflect a 
little upon these matters ; and, as you have become @ 
practical Radical, by diminishing your expences, and 
thus warring upon the revenue, perhaps you may turn 
‘your attention to the principles of your new faith ; 
which you will find to consist in this plain axiom: that 
Nature intended all to be free; and that he who helps 
to reduce a fellow-creature to the condition of a slave, 
is preparing fetters for his own limbs, and putting a 
Jash into the hands of a master who will, sooner or later, 
apply it to his own back. 
[ remain 
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Fi m the Black Dwarf in Warwtck Gaol, to the 
Yellow BonzeaJ apan. 





HORRIBLE ADVANTAGES OF LEGITIMATE GOVERNMENT, 


Respected Friend, 

Every movement among the friends of 
iiberty that may lead, by any distant possibility, evem 
to justifiable commotion, is watched by the spies of des- 
potism with unceasing vigilance, and is denounced with 
all the fury of a thirst for vengeance, on the heads of 
those who dare laugh at tyrants, or have courage te 
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seize those human livers by the beard.. Thus the occae- 
sional disturbances in SPAIN, Which are fostered by the 
eourt, and promoted by intrigues against the new 
‘born bi rties or the people, though the PKOPLB and 
their szpvocaTEs are the only vic Rone: and while a ar- 
raculous forbearance, op the part of the nation, spares 
the real criminals, yet these disturbances are set down 
to the aceount of the Gextus of Revonerion ; while 
the horrible excesses, and dreadful calamities of legi- 
limate systems of government, are apologized for as 
proceeding from irritable passions ; or are impiously set 
down as inflicted by the hands of Providence! The star- 
vation of hundreds cf thousands in Ireland, equals in 
horror, and transcends in suffering. most of the calami« 
ties inflicted by ordinary Revolutions; yet no tongue 
must point out Lhe cause, no pen must blame its human 
authors! Provipence is to bear all the blame, while 
the vietims are perishing in the midst of the abundance 
which it has bestowed! fZundreds have perished for 
want of food, in a mn which exports an aimmense 
propo tion of its produce! Yet Providence is to blame 
for the calamity, because it is inflicted by a bad system 
of legitimate government! But had this calamity fol- 
lowed the success of a Reyolution, instead of following 
the visit of a King, it would have been infallibly trac ed 
to the spirit of insubordination ; and the people of this 
country would have been told to take warning from the 
ecels of resisting lawfal abartty 

oe y, however, the good addy, and august friend, 
of the Engtish Cabi inet, has contrived to illustrate the 
ps ages of legitimate government, in a still more 
horrible manner; in a manner, indeed, which would in- 
duce every friend to humanity to fail on his knees, and 
invoke the thunders of the God of Justice to sweep the 
avents of this legitimate government from the face of the 
earth. ‘The pen refuses ¢ all comment upon the atrocities 
detailed in the following letters. The sword alone can 
noswer them in a proper manner; and may Fleaven 
nerve the arm of Greee e, to write the proper reply to 
them in the ruins of the palaces of their authors and in- 
stigators, Thy friend and well-wisher, 
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Copy of a Leiter from Leghorn, dated June, 18th, 
written dy a Greek to one of his Friends in Eng- 
lana :— 


My DEAR FRIEND, 

Iu my last letter of the 15th instant I informed 
you of the arrival here, on that day, of our countrymen, Mr. 
M. Rodocauachi and Mr. G. Zininia, from Scio ; they had 
obtained their passage on board an Austrian ship of war, and 
had performed their journey in 37 days from Scio, and 30 
days from Smyrna. ‘The following is their description of the 
occupation and destruction of Scio: 

It was on the 11th of April that the Captain Pacha landed 
several thousand men; but the Turkish fleet had scarcely hove 
in sight when the Commander in the castle began bombarding 
the town; and from that time till the day of our departure it 
was one eoelnaed scene of murder, conflagration, and plun- 
der, both in country and town; nor were they even satisfied 
with the ravages fire made upon the houses; its progress was 
too sow for their fury, and the hands of the savages aided and 
assisted the raging element. They took to the castle about 
800 of the vardeuers of the principal and, most respectable 
families, whom, by dint of threats and instant death, and pro- 
mises of liberty, they forced to confess, as far as they knew, 
where any property had beea hid; in almost evevy garden, at 
six or eight yards distance, were seen pits dug for the purpose 
of grasping the supposed concealed treasure. All the women 
were seit into slavery ; the men and mate children above twelve 
years of age were massacred ; the children of the tenderest 
age, and the ne: rst beautiful among the young women, they sent 
on board the ships with great pomp and solemnity, under a sa- 
lute of guns, and sent them off by way of Smyrna, under an 
escort of Turkish soldiery, for Constantinople. 

Two regiments of Turks had assembled and shut up ina 
place in the co uniry about 700 persons, chiefly peasants, which 
they meant to divide among themselves as slaves ; but not be- 
ing able to agree about the partition, begandisputing. An 
Iman or Priest, more humane than the rest, expostulated with 
them upon their dissentions, and exhorted them to concord ; 
when one of those savage brutes exclaimed, that the only way 
to avoid dissention was to put them all to the sword; and, to 
the lasting shame of the human race, in less than half an hour 
all those innecent men were put to death. Others of these 
butchers had in their possession four families of distinction ; 
the women and children they sent to the city, and the men 
tliey bled to death, as sheep in a slaughter-house, near which 
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they were passing at the time. One of these unfortunate we. 
tims, to whom they bad not given a mortal stab, was left to 
Jinger out his existence in excruciating agony, for two days. 
But what will vou say of those innocent young children who 
had fallen victims to the most horrible de ath, by the brutal 
znonsters in whose possession they fell! From the very mo- 
ment the Turkish fleet was destined for Scio, the total destruc- 
tion of the island, and the aanihilation of its inbabitants, were 
resolved upon, without any examinaiion of their culpability or 
innocence. On the Sth of Mav the Pacha ordered 35 respec- 
table men, that he bad on board, to be hung up as a signal to 
the Governor to do the same with the eighty- -five hostages = 
ordermg, at the same time, the eight hundred gardeners, who 
were still in custody, to be strangled. 'Till the 10th of May, 
on which day we left Scio, there had been no cessation to mur- 
ders, conflagrations, and ensiaving, with all their accompany- 
ing ferocity. Do not be surprised | if you bear that there have 
been nearly sixty thousand Turks on the island; the report of 
the numerous and rich spoils of those who first went over, the 
sight of gold, silver, jewels, &c. shipped off by the captors to 
places of safety, enticed over a horde of these barbarians, 
thirsting for Christian blood and plunder. ‘The oumber of 
slain anounted to twenty-five thousand. the captives to thirty 
thousand ; those who have saved themselves by flight are com-~ 
paratiy ely few ; those who have already reached the Continent, 
and those immediately expected, are the only ones that are 
saved ; all the others you may reckon among the dead or the 
captives. Those few even who have escaped from the Turks 
must soon fall a prey to famine, as they are lurking about the 
mountains, without food or raiment. How we have escaped 
we hardly know: it seems a dream; but Divine Providence 
assisted us, F}aving so many dangers to encounter, and being 
so well known to the Turkish ‘ilathdtanite of Scio, it was only 
changing clothes, aud being accompanied by the Austrian Con- 
sul, that saved us. ‘Together we traversed the city, or rather 
hell fer the whole of in way was strewed with dead bodies 
of men and carcases “ animals. ‘The walls of our beautiful 
houses, built with black ‘Vroyan marble, alone remained, and 


in them Were seen ews ires of women and children, pale, wan, 
and emaciated, watching in morbid despair, till they should be 
transported as slaves on board the ‘Purkish vessels. Methinks 
their cries and lamentations are still in our ears as they implored 
the Consul for the love of Heaven to take compassion on them 
and save them from the bands of their worst foes. Ob how 
agonising were our feelings! Butalas! what could be done 
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to save them? Tliese are, my dear friend, only a part of the 
gloomy accounts that the above esteemed friends gave me. 1 
have heard, and now tell you with a bleeding heart, that my 
poor father and uncle were among the hostages. Oh God! 
what a blow! A vessel has just arrived from Constantinople, 
giving us the information of the exacution there of ten host- 
ages. Will this never end? I really can write no more, I feed 
so sick at heart. Adieu! 


~e--- 


Extract of a Letter from a young Greek. 
My pEAR BROTHER, 

| Prepare yourself on reading this letter, to summon to 
your aid ihe strength of your charact er :—the blow that has 
struck us is so terrible, that all my reason is required not ta 
sink under it. ‘This opening alarms you :—estimate at once'the 
extent of our misfortunes: we have to weep for our country— 
the beautiful Scio, in the power of our barbarous enemies —we 
have to deplore the loss of our aumerous family. 


Of all our relations, my youngest sister alone escaped; by 
a miracle: owing to the generous protection of a Frenchman, 
she has been restored to my embraces. How can I speak to 
you of our father? Alas! this venerabie old inan is now no 
more !—The following are the details of his dreadful.assassina- 
tion :—“ You know that he and our two brothers, Theodore and 
Constantine, and your father-in-law, were amongst the hostages 
shut up in the Castle, on the Sth instaut: they went out with 
the Archbishop, and, notwithstanding the promises of the bar- 
barians, after they had been confined in dungeons, they were 
placed in two lines, and were either bung, or put to ‘death, with 
prolonged torments, 


Our father and his companions witnessed, with composure, 
the preparations for their execution; and these martyrs to their 
fidelity did not lose their presence of mind for a single moment. 
Our sister, Henrietta, is a slave, and [ have not yet succeeded 
in discovering to what country of Asia, the infamous ravishers 
have carried her. Nor have I yet been able to obtaiu the least 
information respecting the fate of our dear mother, and our 
three other sisters:—the destiny of your wife and family, has 
also escaped my search. In short, our misfortunes are so great, 
that I can scarcely credit them. 


On the Itth instant, I quitted Scio—saved by a miracle, 
from the dangers of the most sanguliary catastrophe, of which 
any one can form an idea. But I do not feel that joy which 
one might experience from being delivered fro: the dreadful 
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perils to which [ have been exposed. Hatred and indignation 
against the executioners are the only sentiments w hich can 
henceforth dvell in my heart. ‘Thanks to the European cos- 
tume, which [have adopted :—the captain of an English vessel 
agreed to take me on board ; but my dreadful situation inte- 
rested neither Turks aor Enolishn: en. The eaptain of the 
vessel would not allow me to embark till J had counted out to 
him 300 }Jastres; and it was not until after he had examined 
them, one by one, that I received from him permission to set 
my foot ov board the vessel. { have left the island in ashes.— 
The Turks, after pillaging all the houses, set them on fire, and 
joing sword to fire, to demolish them more readily, they de- 


molished thein to the last stone, in the hope of finding concealed 
treasure. 


Throughout the opulent Scio, onty fifteen houses are standing, 
containing our mothers, our sisters, and our daughters, reduced 
to the most dreadful slavery. ‘There the monsters profane every 
thing to gratify their rage and their passions; and often the virgins 
whom they have sullied by their embraces, receive from them- 
selves, the death which they wish for. All the Chateaus, which 

rendered our island the most agreable in the Mediterranean ; 

our Academy, the Library, the superb edifices of St. Anaigi- 
roso, St. Victor, the Apostles, cighty-six Churches, and up- 
wards of forty ‘ville ages, have been consumed by the flames. 


The ferocious incendianes then scoured the mountains and 
the forests. These tigers, a thousand times more cruel thar 
those of the forest, have vented that hatred upon the dead 
which they bear to the living. They opened the tombs, and 
threw into the streets the bones of our fathers, 


Every day, women of the first families in the island, are ex- 
posed to sale. Through the intervention of the Charge 
d’Affaires of the French Sens I have succeeded in pur- 
chasing thirty-five women, whose names I send you, and who 
are now in safety at the Consulate. 


My hand refuses to trace, at greater length, the atrocious 
scenes which I have witnessed; and others,a thousand times more 
dreadful, might be added to these [ have cited. Just Ged! — 
when will the day of vengeance come, and what vengeance can 


ever be inflicted upon our odious assassins—ail tlre chastise ment 
they deserve ?” 
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CASE OF MR MADDOChS. 





Mr. Hobhouse has presented the following Petition 
from Mr. Maddocks, to the House of Commons; where 
it has been ordered to be laid upon the tabie, and to be 
printed. As it invo!ves the serious charge of a disregard 
of legal evidence in the case, in order to punish the indi- 
vidual, such a reception is tantamount to an entry upon 
the Journals of the tiouse, of a serious accusation against 
the Judes of the Court of King’s Bench, and avainst the 
Chief Baron of the Exchequer, who tried the cause. ‘This 
accusation is, in the first part, that Mr. 'faddocks has 
been punished for é4e mode in which he deprecated any 
senteuce on the part of the Court, upon a verdict obtain- 
ed against him by a Pucked Jury ; and that against the 
express opinion of the presiding Judge, that there was 
very little, if any direct evidence against him ; and in the 
second part against the presiding Judge, for observing 
without remonstrance that the greatest punishment bas 
been inflicted upon the individual against whom there 
was the deast evidence of any alledged oflence. There 
was a time, in the annals of our history, when such a 
case Would have been rung in the ears of the Judges by 
a spontaneous burst o: indignation, from one end of the 
yealm to the other ;—but we have now reached a period, 
when oppression and injustice are so common, and the 
examples so numerous, that they excite no astonishment, 
and but little attention. But it is useful and necessary 
to record them; as the time may come, when juslice 
shall resume her seat, and the responsibility of pablo 
servants be something mu-e than a nae. 

‘* To the Honourable ‘The Commons of Great Britain ard ire- 

land in Paritament assembled ; 

‘The humble petition of Charles Maddocks, now a Prisoner 
12 Warwick Guoa!, shewelh, that he is one of those Reforiners 
who have been prosecuied by the minions of = prescal sya gn 


egret s and wiw has by cancany of a packy | sp 
with the assistauce of tug Court of Ki ii “8 CAC, VecKh LEFT UWF hiito 
Prison. 


‘* What your pelitioner has to complaia of, to your Honvurs 
able House is, the gross oppression and injustice he has experienced 
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for advocating (and that in a very limited degree) the cause of aw 
reform in the representation of the People in Parliament. Your 
petitioner was a co-defendant with Major Cartwright, Thomas 
Jonathan Wooler, George Edmonds, and William Greatheed Lewis, 
and though more than nine hundred pounds of the public money 
were expended in hiring witnesses, and prosecuting him and the 
aforesaid defendants, yet, the only evidence against your petitioner 
was, that he addressed a public meeting at ‘Birmingham, on the 
42th of July, 18195; and that the most obnoxious part of his speech 
was in attributing the calamities of the ¢ ountry to the corrupé slate 
of the representation of the people. This was all the evidence 
adduced against him, by dhe aforesaid witnesses 5 and though in the 
said evidence there is not the least shadow of crime, either against 
the laws, new-fangled and despotic as many of them are,—nor yet 
against any prin ciple ¢ of moral justice ; yet, was your pelitioner com- 

pelled to attend at Warwick during three assizes, a distance of 
twenty miles from his home and business, aud at the Court of 
King’s Bench, in London, during the three terms, a distance of 
a hundred miles from his residence , and at lencth was sentenced 
to a period of imprisonment equal in duration to that which is fre- 
quently commuted with felons for 9 sentence of death; tu the 
total ruin of his business, and being compelled to leave a young 
family dependent upon the precarious charity of friends, or upou 
the parish, for subsistence. 

“‘ Your petitioner has suffered all this arbitrary and cruel treat- 
ment, for merely stating at a public meeting the sentiment he 
has above-mentioned—a sevtiment which has been reiterated many 
times in your Honourable House, as well as by aumberless persone 
at the many public meetings which have taken place since that pe- 
riod, end who have never been prosecuted for giving it utterance. 

«The four very venerable judges were challenged to shew the 
Jeast violation of the law by any of the aforesaid detendants 5 or 
to show that they had committed the least moral offence ; but they 
were colirely silent upon the said defendants having violated any 
Jaw, and frankly admitted that their intentions were ‘perfectly mo- 
ral; nevertheless, they proceeded to seutence them to different 
terms of imprisooment; awarding to your petitioner the longest 
period, namely, eighteen months; while iv the same breaih, in 
which ithe judve (Bailey) pronounced the said sentence, he ex- 
pressly admilted that the evidence against him was less clear and 

s decisive than it was against two ‘of the oth r defendants, to 
one of whom (Edmonds) the said judge awarded the period of 
nine mouths only. 

** Your petitioner is decidedly of opinion, that although the pu- 
nishments awarded against maay of the reformers have been more 
cruel than that adjudged against himself; such, for instance, as 
Mr. Hunt’s sentence of imprisonment, for two vears and aehalf; 
the Reverend Joseph Harrison’s for three years and a-half; and 
Mr. Swann’s, for four years and a-half; yet, there has not heen 
@ more flagrant violation of every principle of Justice, than 
there has been in hisown case. Your Honourable House, being 
te far advancedabove the ordinary feelings of bumanity. may 
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wot, perhaps, be aware, that punishments by imprisonment may 
become more severe than capital punishments; they may happens 
and sometimes do, to involve the utter ruin and death of the indi- 
vidual ;—death, not instantaneous, and therefore easy; but death 
by the slow poison and protracted torture of unwholesome incar- 
ceration. To many men, the pain of confinement alone, for any 
considerable time are hardly less painful and shocking, than execu- 
tion itself. Less than capital in appearance, the punishment for 
advocating the cause of reform in the notorious corruptions of 
the state, is liable to become more than capital in reality. 

‘“In order to redeem the present reign from the disgrace and scar- 
dal of the many unjust prosecutions against ihe most public spirited 
and virtuous men iu the kingdom, your petitioner prays, that an 
humble address may be presented to his Majesty, recommending 
that he would be graciously pleased to order the immediate dis- 
eharge from priscn, of all persons suffering in the cause of re- 
form ; and that they be discharged without regard to the unjust 
sentences of the judges, in requiring them to enter into théir 
recognizances; and without finding sureties for their future good 
conduct; because, as they have never broken the laws, there can 
be no reason fur supposing that they ever will break them; and 
also, that all those, who have suffered aforetime in the said cause, 
be remunerated for their sufferings and their losses, out uf the pay 
of some of the large sinecurists; and. your petitioner will evee 
pray, &c. | 

‘* CHARLES MADDOCKS. 
** Warwick Jail, June Zist, 1822. 


Tt is customary in the House of Commons, when any 
unpleasant truths are unexpectedly brought before the 
House, for some retainer of the ministry to volunteer 
his honor against the possibility of their being true. 
Thus all the Ilchester atrocities, all the cruelties of the 
Governor Aris, and the shameful affair of the Duke of 
York, with Mrs. Clarke, wereall denied point blank, when 
they were first mentioned ; though afterwards soclearly ‘ 
demonstrated, that even Parliamentary impudence 
could not dispute the truth. On the presentation of Mr. 
Maddocks’s petition, Mr. Horace T wiss was reported asthe 
catch-flat, to break the weight of the accusation ; and 
though he knew nothing about the matter, he was quite 
ready for his duty, to volunteer a ——! Mr. Maddacks 
has requested us to insert the following retort courtedus; 
and we hope the honourable member will be polit}And - 
honest, enough, for once to wave his parliamentary privi- 
lege,and condescend to favour Mr.M.with the natureandre- 
sources of his knowledge! It will bea gratification of public 
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curiosity to learn any think that Mr. Herace Twiss 
knows ! 


TO H. TWISS, ESQ. M. P. 
Sir, 

A few dass ago, a Petition was presented by Mr. Hob- 
honse, from me, to the House, calling itself the House of Com- 
mons. Mr. Hobbouse, in the remarks ne made upon present- 
ing the Petition, observed, that the Judges of the Court of 
King’s Bench awarded me au luprisonment ‘of ei ighteen months, 
although they admitted there was less evidence against me, 
than against a co-defendant with me, to whom they aw arded 
only nine months; and that the said very venerable Judges had 
been induced to give me the additional punishment, owing to 
the manner in which | conducted my defence. This is, cer- 
tainty, a very serious charge against their lordships; but lest 
the Aonourable House should believe that the said very vene- 

rable Judges had committed an act of the flagrant individnal 
oppression charged against them, up rose your ‘noble self, and 
declared to the House, (according to the public papers) that 
the Judges did not award me the greater punishment for any 
thing I had said in my defence. Now, Sir, as you seem to 
xuow what did wof influence their lord ships, it nay paturally 
he inferred that you know what did influence them. Are you, 
Su, so much ia ther confidence, that you know their private 
motives for the gross act of injustice of which T complamed in 
my Petition? Hf vou are, Siv, im the name of God, let me know 
what they were; for if will be a piece of information of consi- 
derable value. FT should very much wish to know from you 
what it is that does imilueuce the four very venerable per- 
sonages, Abbot, Bailey, Holroyd, and Best, to consign nen to 
the dungeons of the bot ‘oughinongers, tho: ugh no Wrilten, or 
understood law of the land, nor even any Azown acts of the 
said boroughmongers, had been violated by then? Thave been 
weak cnough to attril bute their conduct to a determination to 
support their friends, the Ministers, in measures hostile to pub- 
lic freedom ; and ave: shonsll i that itis for this support, they 
— trom the said Ministers, and their adherents, such con- 

tant patronage in the honourable House. T should be very 
vlad to knew whether Tam right in my epinons, er not. Let 
me assure you, Sir, that i you will give me the information | 
ask, and thus e pon my eyes upon this ee so as tu enable . 
ne TO ive the sad mformation to ine rMeiormess ol the United 
Kingdom, you will confer upon mea ay obligation. But 


‘ ty ¥ ) = t ries? 7 ¢? ? a ; arlyae 
3 ae PP eSUEAC CO GOUuwe Gh ebiati preCurirat 
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you will excuse me, Sir, 
wrowledee which vou pretend to possess; lor itis very current 


e 
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that many Members of the House, to which vou belong, are 
always ut ‘the beck of the Treasury; and that whatever acts vt 
oppression are, at any time, brought before the House, up rise 
some of these notable centlemen, and, without knowing a single 
circumstance of the matter, flatly contradict whatever fact may 
have been stated tothe House. That you, Sir, are one of these 
notables, I do not pretend to say, having no means of ascer- 
taining such fact. You may, Sir, ‘be among a more respectable 
class of the House:—I mean that class which i is sent to the 
House bv such large and populous places as Gatton, Midhurst, 
Castle Rising, Appleby, Gld Sarum, &c. &c. ;—or you may be 
among the honourable class of Pensioners, Placemen, and Sine- 
curists; or you may have been put into the House by some 
Mammoth of a Boroughmonger, like his Grace the Duke of 
Newcastle! But without regard to any of these matters, if 
you will kindly give me the information requested above, f shall 

ever feel thankful to you, 
l am, Sir, , 

With all due respect, 
CHARLES MADLOCKS. 
Warwick Gaol, July 11, 1822. 





PERSECUTIONS OF THE PARL [AMENT ARY 
REFORMERS. 

An historical narrative of the persecutions aud suffer- 
ings of the Parliamentary Reformers, from the period 
when the public attention was first turned to the neces- 
sity of Parliamentary Reform, as the only adequate re- 
medy for the national oriev ances has long been wanted. 
The only information ‘to be obtained of the sufferers is 
scattered through periodical publications ; and but im- 
perfectly narrated even there, do we find the history 
of those who have been persecuted, many to death, as 
the consequence of their sufferings, and all to the penal- 
ties which courage and honesty entail upon their votaries, 
in the varied shapes of transportations, fines, confisea- 
lions, imprisonments, and all the catalogue of tortures 
which the brutality i the minions of despotism can add 
to the mental misery of those over whom they enjoy 
their despotic aiithority. A candid or impartial’ his- 
tory si these martyrs could not fail of interesting the 
public at large, as well as the elbrate of the present 
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age; and we are happy to announce that Mr. Lewis, 
one of the victims now confined in Oakham Gaol, has 


been devoting his leisure hours to the compilation of 
such a work; and that he proposes to publish it in the 
course of a few months; er as soon as a sufficient num- 
ber of subscribers can be obtained to indemnify him fer 
the expence of the publication. He proposes to,com- 
prise this interesting work (appropriately dedicated to 
Major Cartwright, the venerable father of Reform) in 
about }6 numbers, at sixpeace each; and each number’ 
contaiaing the portrait of some persecuted reformer. 
The foilowing extract from the prospectus contains the 
views ofthe compiler, on the subject of his uuderiaking. 





‘* They aever fail who die 

Ina creat cause: — 

But sti their spirit walks abread. Though years 
Fiapse, and others share as dark a doom, 

They but augment the deep and sweeying thought 
Which o’erpowets all others, and conducts 

The warld at last to Freedom.” 





Lorp Byraown. 


“ The principal object of this work is to put upon’ re- 
cord the persecutions and patriotic exertions of those brave 
und enlightened men, whether rich of poor, distin- 
guished or obscure, who have so nobly suffered in the 
cause of Parliamentary Reform. The names and deeds 
of both the persecutors and the persecuted, of the friends 
and the enemies of liberty, ought to go down to pos- 
terity together, in order that our children’s children may 
be taught to execrate ihe one, and to venerate the other. 
The sufferings of the Christian Reformers have been 
very properly recorded in the Bovk of Martyrs, and 
those of the Parliamentary Reformers ought not to be 
permitied to sink into oblivion. Liberty, as well as re- 
ligion, hes had her martyrs; and beth, in their degre», 
are worthy of the admirationof mankind. But the neces- 
sity of such a publication, as amere book of reference, as 
a faithful debtor and creditor account, now the day of 
reckoning is so near. at hand, must be sufficiently ob- 
vious. The: author, therefore, earnestly solicits. the 
patronage of every friend to the ‘ good cld cause,’ of every 
Radical) Reformer throughout the kingdom. To the Re- 
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formers alone he must look for suvport; and as tha 
work cannot be produced without incurring a considera~ 
ble expense, he requests, that those who intend to be- 
come purchasers will be so guod as to furnish him with 
their names as early as possible, through the medium of 
the different Radical Booksellers. 

“ The work will be published in numbers, in order to 
suit the convenience of the poor Reformers, of whom 
(thanks to our tyrants) there are too many. No mone 
will be required from the Subscribers till the delivery of 
the numbers. 

“ N. B. The author will feel particularly obliged to 
any person who shull be so good as to furnish him, 
through the hands of the publisher, Mr. Dolby, 299, 
Strand, London, with any newspapers or pamrhlets, 
containiiig Reports, &c. of trials of reformers; or ma- 
nuscriptdocuments, describing the persecutions of indivi- 
duals; which will be carefully returned, if required.” 


awe 





_ ~—wee eens a eee 


BIRMINGHAM UNION AND PATRIOTS’ — 
FRIEND SOCIETY. 
—O—- 
Coramities’s Report for Quarter ending July 3, 1822. 


Senate 


‘* To give consolatiou to the afflicted, relief to the prisoner, 
and impulse to that freedom in which, and for which, Gud 
created man, are objects worthy of the Christian, the 


Patriot, and the Moralist.”-—Thos. Northmore, Esg. Let- 
ter io ihe Society. 


Treen 


Every roan whose bosom is warmed, and whose heart 
1s animated with a love of freedom, will hail with gratifi- 
zation the success which continues to attend the exer~ 
tions of the Birmingham Union-and Patriots’ Friend 
_ Society. In the infancy of this institution, many well 

known patriots looked upon its establishment as a futile 
attempt; and doubted whether it would be able to bear 
against the mighty phalanx of its opponents; but the 
rapidity of its merease has confirmed its solidity ;—the 
vefief it has afforded, and continues to afford, teh impri- 
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soned Reformers; together with the assistance it her 
given, and will in future give, to the Great Northerr 
Radical Union, have established its utility ; andthe Com- 
mittee, with feelings of axultation, submit to the mem- 
bers and to the public in general, an account of the 
Third Quarters’ Receipts and Disbursements. 

The poor man who subscribes his mite with a view to 
ameliorate the condition of these of his countrymen who 
have fallen beneath the grasp of oppression, is a better 
member of society, and more deserving of honour, than 
all the titled ******** in existence. Too long hasa 
boroughmongering system prevailed in the land which 
peace and plenty once made their abode; and it is the 
paramount duty of those individuals whose feelings are 
favorable to the glorious cause of liberty, to rouse every - 
exertion in arresting that system in its profligate career. 
That man must indeed be an abject slave, who holds with 
isdifference the loss of the best inheritance left him by 
his forefathers, and impressed upon his nature by the 
Giod of the Universe. 

The formation of the Birmingham Union and Patriots’ 
Mriend Society, presents anopportunity for those persons 
who wish to shew their detestation of the violations com- 
mitted on the rights, liberties, and persons of their coun- 
trymen, to assist in making the dungeons of British 
Patriots as comfortable as circumstances will admit; and 
it also enables the Inhabitants of Birmingham and its vi- 
cinity to embody themselves in an indissoluble band of 
brotherly union, with the brave Reformers of Lancashire 
and other parts of the kingdom; thus uniting two of the 
most essential requisites for producing that reform so ini- 
mical to those who have trodden down the proud memo- 
rials of British valourand British freedom. 

The Committee call upon their townsmen for renewed 
exertions in the heart-inspiring cause. They also sug- 
gest to the inhabitants of Wolverhampton, Dudley, 
Bilston, Wednesbury, Darlaston, Westbromwich, and 
other populous places in this district, the propriety of 
establishing in their respective townships, Branch Divi- 
sions of the Birmingham Institution. By such means a 
prodigious acceleration might be given to the principles 
of Liberty, in addition to the exira provision that night 
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be made for the victims of power, and the great support 
that might be afforded to the Northern: R adical Union. 
Persons holding in contemplation the establishment of 
such Branch Societies, may receive every information as 
to the mode of arrangement, on making application to 
the committee, at their meetings on the first and third 
Wednesday eveningsin each month, at the Coflee Rooms, 
in Union Street; who will experience great pleasure 
in affording every facility towards atiaining so desirable 
an object. 
Signed by order of the Committee 
JAMES TRIVETT, Chairman. 


A General Meeting of the Subscribers will be held at 
the Coffee Roomsin Union Street, on Wednesday Even- 
ing, August the 7th, for the purpose of taking into con- 
-sideration the propriety of extending relief to the incrr- 
cerated Reformers throughout the Kingdom. 





—h— 
: Statement of the Quarterly Accounts. 
RECEIPTS. 

££ ands 

To Balance in hand 0 8 0 
Cash received from April 3rd - July 3rd 20 18 9 
Balance due to Treasurer 0 5° 5 
2112 2 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


Paid to Mr. Maddocks, in Warwick Gaol 415 06 
To Mr. Lewis, in Oakham Gaol 415 0 
To be presented to Sir C. Wolseley, for *10 0 ¢ 

the use of the Great Northern Union 





19 10 O 


—— 
—— Oo 





* This money wiil be presented to Sir Charles Wolseley, at a 
public dinner to be given to Mr. Wooler, on the occasion of his 
liberation from Warwick Gaol. The dinuer will take place on 
Monday, July 29, in a spacious Amphitheatre, to be erected ex- 
pressiy for the purpose, in Bradford-street: 
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£ s. d. 

Brought forward | 1510 0 

Printing statement of the Quarterly Acct. 1 5 0 

Books and paper ° 05 4 

To postage ; ‘ 0 6 10 
Asacknowledgments for the uss of the : 

Coffee Rooms ie the 

2112 2 


THOMAS LAKINS, Treasurer, 
HENRY WATSON, Secretary 





TO CORRESPONDENTS 





Sir William Curtis's attendance to celebrate the revolution of 
South America, and to drink to the prosperity of the Republie 
of Columbia, can surprise no one who knows him. He may gain 
something by the matter, and if he could gain any thing by revo- 
lation and republicanism nearer home, why should he have any 
objection. We do, however. think it rather indiscreet, as it may 
prevent hif being honoured by too many royal visitors. But then 
he saves the expence, and that is something. 


Ie answer to C, Mr. Wooler has to state that he has accepted 
the invitation of the Reformers of Birmingham, to dine with then 
ou Monday, the 29th instant, on whicb occasion, Sir Charles Wolee- 
ley will take the chair. 





5 eaeetienateee annie ‘ . “ te et BRN 
Psinied and Pyblished by T. J. WOOLER, 176, Fleet Strect 
where all communications (post paid) are requested te be sent 





